
A Workshop on Ageing Validation methodology of Mullus species 

The Workshop on Ageing Validation methodology of Mullus species (WKVALMU), chaired by 
Kélig Mahé, France and Pierluigi Carbonara, Italy will meet in Conversano Italy, 15–19 May 2017 
to: 

a) Analyse the results of past exchanges and workshops; 
b) Review the age validation methods (direct, indirect and semi-direct) and their applicability 

on the Mullus species; 
c) Examples of morphological and morphometric analysis in the context of the age validation;  
d) Multi-parameters analysis on datasets with different ageing schemes/criteria (birthday, 

number check before the first winter ring, preparation method); 

WKVALMU will report by 13 June 2017 for the attention of SSGIEOM and WGBIOP. 

Supporting Information 

Priority: The age and growth (growth parameters, ALK) are essential input data for the models 
usually used in fish stock-assessment, mainly for the analytic ones, to establish a diagnosis 
on stock status.,. Many of the uncertainty on the stock evaluation could come from to the 
inconsistency on ageing analysis (otolith reading). In the last years, three exchanges and two 
workshops have been organized on the ageing calibration (ICES, 2009; ICES, 2012; Mahè et 
al., 2011; Mahè et al., 2016) of Mullus barbatus and Mullus surmuletus without substantial 
improvement of the age precision index (% agreement, CV and APE). The most important 
problems that affect the accuracy and precision are: 

• Identification of the first winter ring; 
• Different ageing schemes; 
• Ring overlapping in oldest specimens. 

The stock assessment groups for Mullus species continue to use the age data until now; 
however, without a substantial improvement on the ageing quality it would be better stop 
using the age data (otolith reading) as the input data for the stock assessment. 

Scientific 
justification and 
relation to 
action plan: 

This workshop will provide the opportunity for the ICES/GFCM community working on: 
• age validation method ology more appropriate to the Mullus species; 
• statistically evaluate the influence of the ageing protocol on the age data as well as 
effect of ageing scheme, ageing criteria preparation method, birthday used etc. 
The workshop will provide an arena to discuss how it could help to overcome the 
uncertainty of otolith reading. The workshop will be based on the practical example on the 
application of the age validation methodology for the Mullus species. 

Resource 
requirements: 

To ensure wide attendance of relevant experts, additional funding will be required, 
preferably through the EU, e.g. by making attendance to the Workshop eligible under the 
DCR. 

Participants: In view of its relevance to the EU Data Collection Framework (DCF), the Workshop is 
expected to attract interest from ICES / GFCM Member States.  

Secretariat 
facilities: 

None 

Financial: Additional funding will be required for facilitate the attendance of the scientists and 
technicians. 

Linkages to 
advisory 
committees: 

ACOM 

Linkages to 
other 
committees or 
groups: 

Outcomes from this Workshop will be of interest to all Assessment Working Group related 
to Mullus species. Moreover WGBIOP, ACOM, RCM, and scientific trawl survey working 
group like the IBTSWG, and WGMEGS and MEDITSWG. 



Linkages to 
other 
organisations: 

There is a direct link with the EU DCF 

 


